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The Value of the Unseen: Charlie’s Story 

In the work of mentoring, we often hope for a "perfect" ending — 
the prom, the excellent exam results, the linear path to success. 
For "Charlie", the ending of our formal sessions didn’t look like 
that. It wasn’t the ending I would have chosen. After six years of 
walking alongside him, he was excluded from school. But as I look 
back on our journey from Year 5 to Year 11, I see something far 
more profound than a school report could ever capture. 
 

A Foundation of Sand 

Charlie’s childhood was a masterclass in instability. Caught in a cycle of family substance 
abuse, domestic violence, and a "musical chairs" style of parenting where he was 
frequently moved between homes, Charlie lived in a constant state of survival. He carried 
the weight of historic peer abuse and a system that often has a very long memory for a 
child’s wrongs, but a very short one for their trauma. 

Faith in the "Good Person" 

To the world, Charlie might have looked like a "bad boy" or a lost cause. But for six years, I 
had the privilege of seeing the person beneath the surface. I saw a lad who would 
instinctively protect a stranger on the street; a lad who remembered the small details of 
my life and asked with genuine kindness, "How did that funeral go?"; a lad who, despite 
being drawn toward negative communities and criminality for a sense of status, never lost 
his moral compass. 

The Sacred Work of Consistency 

For our Christian supporters, this is the heart of our mission. We believe in the inherent, 
God-given worth of every individual — not because of what they achieve, but because of 
who they are. We all make errors; we all fall short. But Charlie’s life proves that there is 
immense value in "the ground that is laid." 

Because of our work together, there are things Charlie did not become. He did not fall into 
the abyss of total drug dependence; he did not end up in a juvenile facility. Instead, he 
showed up, week after week, ready to be challenged and ready to grow. We have laid a 
foundation of consistency in a life that had none. 

An Unbreakable Symbol: The Prom Gift 

As Charlie prepared to leave Year 11 and (hopefully) attend his prom, I wanted to leave him 
with something that reflected his true identity. I bought him a pair of cufflinks featuring a 
Celtic Knot—a silver design with no beginning and no end. 
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In a life where so much had been broken, fractured, or temporary, this knot symbolised 
wholeness. It was a reminder that his past, present, and future are woven together by 
someone greater, into something strong and unbroken, and that the goodness inside him is 
permanent. 

The Echo of Six Years 

When I sent my final message to Charlie alongside the gift, telling him that I still believe in 
his dream — of being the successful man in the construction van, building a stable life of 
his own — his response moved me to tears: 

“Thank you for supporting me and helping me for over 6 years... you’ve helped me 
stay a good person and I really appreciate it. No one has ever done anything like this 
for me before, it's made me a bit emotional to be fair, thank you for everything that 
you've done for me.” 

 

Firmly in His Corner 

Charlie is still a work in progress, as are we all. But he knows now that there is someone in 
his corner who will never change their view of his worth because of ‘The One’ who says 
he’s of eternal worth. It has been a privilege and an honour to be his advocate.  

Thank you for your support, which allows us to stay in the corner of children like 
Charlie, believing in the men and women they are capable of becoming. 

 

 

Please Pray: 

• for Kt to have a really restorative summer break after carrying the lion's share of the 
work for the past academic year 

• for those young people facing the holidays in a problematic home environment, or 
worried about a move to a new school or into employment 

• The Trust is currently running at an unsustainable deficit. Please pray for the 
trustees as we consider how to relaunch the Trust to a wider audience, so that we 
can increase our support base and ensure that this ministry can continue 


