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Introducing Holly

We are delighted to welcome Holly Deboo to our team of
gifted and energetic schools workers!

Brought up and educated locally, she is currently an
enthusiastic member of St James’ Church, Thorley.
Here is what she says:

“I'm thrilled to be part of the team at Stort Valley Schools
Trust. Seeing young people thrive motivates and inspires me
every day. | love empowering young people to discover their
potential, dream big and flourish. | am a proud member of St
James’ Church in Thorley where | have grown in my faith in
such a meaningful and powerful way.

I love all things creative — dance, languages and writing. |
enjoy travelling and am always planning new adventures
with my friends.

I grew up in Bishop’s Stortford and attended local schools, so
I have a strong connection to our community. | can’t wait to
work within schools to support young people to blossom.”

Holly started with us at the beginning of this month, so she is currently working through an
initial period of induction. This will at first lead into weekly sessions providing student
mentoring at Herts & Essex High School (her own alma mater), while we explore additional
openings for her into other local schools.

While there is huge value in the more structured and formal presentations of the Christian
gospel which we can offer through Soul Spaces and other formats, it is often in the informal
one-to-one conversations of our mentoring activity that we can bring the love of Christ into
the individual situations and personal trials of each student.

But wait — Holly is not the only member of St James Thorley whom we have welcomed in
recent months — we have another introduction to make ...



Gaz Tracey, Rector of St James Thorley

We are delighted also to welcome Gaz to our team of
trustees. As Rector of St James he brings huge resources of
knowledge and wisdom to the team, and we look forward
to working together with him to develop the work of the
Trust in our local area.

Please Pray:

For Kt, Holly and our volunteers as they work through the remainder of the summer
term — that they may faithfully present the love of Christ in every encounter;
whether with pupils or teachers

For all the young people at school as they approach summer holidays, especially
those for whom this will be a time of significant transition away from a known
routine to a new environment — that they may be sure that Jesus knows and
understands their hopes and fears, and goes before them

While it is a delight to welcome new members to our team of workers, this also
carries with it additional responsibilities. We must now seek to increase our regular
income so that we can continue their work beyond the period covered by initial
grant funding.

Please prayerfully consider whether you know others who might be keen to support
this work, or indeed whether you might be able to increase your own support of us
by any amount.

Thank you so much for your support, through prayers and financial gifts, that
enables this work to continue. With young people displaying increasing spiritual
hunger, our field seems more and more to be “white for harvest”.



